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Primates: Natural Social Groupings
and Compatibility

While all primates may benefit from social interaction, the pairings or

social groupings they prefer vary by species. What is compatible for
one species may not be for another.
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owl monkeys
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Solitary, But Social

Do not tend to live in true social
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Examples: macaques, capuchins,
squirrel monkeys, spider monkeys,
and baboons

Examples: nocturnal prosimians (e.g.,
bush babies, lorises) and orangutans

FIGHTING

Aggression does not necessarily
mean that primates are not
compatible. Aggressive interactions

Careful planning and continuous monitoring
are crucial to help make sure primates are
safely separated when aggression is too
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This Animal Care Aid is part of a series developed to help with promoting psychological well-being in primates.
Topics covered in the series include social grouping, supporting species-typical activities, and special considerations.
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