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VETERINARY SERVICES MEMORANDUM NO. 800.95

TO: Veterinary Services Leadership Team
Directors, Center for Veterinary Biologics
Biologics Licensees, Permittees, and Applicants

FROM: John R. Clifford /sl Jack Shere September 2, 2015
Deputy Administrator

SUBJECT: GB Texas Newcastle Disease Challenge Virus

I. PURPOSE

This memorandum informs all interested parties of a change in the status of the GB Texas
Newcastle disease challenge virus, and the effect of this change on licensees, permittees,
and applicants currently using or planning to obtain this strain of Newcastle disease virus
(NDV) for any purpose.

Il. CANCELLATION

This memorandum cancels Veterinary Services Memorandum No. 800.95 dated June 25,
2008.

I11. BACKGROUND

The GB Texas strain of NDV is a neurotropic, velogenic virus commonly used as a
challenge virus in efficacy and potency testing of Newcastle disease vaccines, and in
research. Since 1996, this NDV strain was subject to regulation under title 9, Code of
Federal Regulations part 82 (9 CFR 82) as an Exotic Newcastle Disease strain, but could
be obtained by holders of a valid United States Veterinary Permit for Importation and
Transportation of Controlled Materials and Organisms and Vectors issued by Veterinary
Services, National Import Export Services . A Final Rule published March 18, 2005, has
since clarified that all strains of velogenic NDV would be regulated as select agents and
subject to the requirements of the Agricultural Bioterrorism Protection Act of 2002 and
9 CFR 121: Possession, Use, and Transfer of Biological Agents and Toxins. The GB
Texas strain of NDV may be obtained from the National Veterinary Services
Laboratories, effective the date of this notice.
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IV. ACTION

As a result of the clarification of the status of this NDV strain as a select agent, entities interested
in obtaining, maintaining, using, or transferring the GB Texas strain of NDV must now register
with the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service and meet the requirements set forth in

9 CFR, part 121. Information concerning the select agent registration process and the regulations
in 9 CFR, part 121 may be obtained from the Agricultural Select Agent Program by telephone at
(301) 851-3300 (select option 3) or through the Agriculture Select Agent Services web site.

V. IMPLEMENTATION

This action is effective immediately.


http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/sa_import_into_us/!ut/p/a1/rZFfT8IwFMU_Cw8-Lr0royuPG_82YGJEBPbS1EFZzdaOrRj101vQF2NATLxv9-bck5PfQSlaoVTxF7njRmrFi-OeEjaeRdgNAcejeXcA8e3jMKFTvz2LPCtYW0FvFESePwUAj2KI-2HU97sJQEyu-4czE8Bv_0uUojRTpjI5WvMqlw3LtDJbZVghn2pev91Aw5k-1Ezo7NCcNq5kyQuWb3lh8tNFlpWuDZPKaHZojp5VJjfWUWyFIG7HIcC541Hfc2gHbxyBMSUkczdu1v7M8C3maBDamMPpnT8ZY5h0vgSXMJ0EFzisLSj_LImuh-Z_TD2-ohpcJ71kZ225yR2phEarn7CsTj7v92lgiziifzVo9W9NVOViUdI2uY_eH0S5pE3Qan0AmrTmRA!!/?1dmy&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2Faphis_content_library%2Fsa_our_focus%2Fsa_animal_health%2Fsa_import_into_us%2Fsa_ag_select_agent%2Fct_agricultural_select_agent_program

